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Using “Spotlight” To Do Math

By the time you find the calculator on your Mac or in the bottom drawer, your Spotlight can do basic math for you. In Leopard, the math problems are done by remembering that * is used for multiplication, + for add,  - means subtract, and / (forward slash) stands for division. Now, using the symbols, you can find out how much one and one is by pressing return.
A Mac Program Freezes Up 

Relaunching the Finder comes in handy when a force-quit or other bug freezes up your computer, and it won’t do anything. To relaunch, press Option-Control-click on the Finder icon in the Dock, then choose Relaunch. Another way: Option-Right-click on the Finder icon—if you have a two-button mouse.

Cleaning Your Battery

Each time the internal battery recharges, it stores in its memory that setting (i.e. whether the battery completely or only partially discharged). Using PRAM (Parameter Ram) erases settings stored by the battery so that it will completely recharge every time.  

On start-up, press down the Command, Option, P and R keys on the keyboard at the same time, and hold this combination until the gray screen appears. Hold down the keys until the computer restarts and you hear the startup sound for the second time. Then you can release the keys.

Cleaning your USB Flash Drive

If you have a USB flash drive with outdated information, the easiest way to reuse it is to plug it into your Mac, select its contents, click on the apple key and delete to send the contents to the trash. Or drag or delete the files to the Trash, and empty the Trash (Finder Empty Trash). Doing this eliminates the need to reformat the drive and provides the space you need to copy your files. If the files can’t be deleted (perhaps because they’ve been corrupted in some way), launch Disk Utility (in /Applications/Utilities), select the flash drive from Disk Utility’s list of drives, click on the Erase tab, choose MS-DOS (FAT) from the Volume Format pop-up menu, and click on Erase. The drive will be

erased and then reformatted.
Mac New Administrator Password

On a Mac computer, over time you may get tired of using the “Admin Password” and want to change to a new one.

Go to System Preferences and click on “ACCOUNTS.” An “Accounts” window will drop down. Click on the lock at the bottom left hand side of the window. You must know the old password to open the lock. When the lock opens, click on the name with “Admin” under it. Next click on “Password.” Just to the right is “Change Password,” click there.

A window will drop down for you to fill in the current password and new password. You must know the old password and verify the new password after writing it in.

Click on the words “Change Password,” a window will drop down telling you that the password will be changed. If you want to change the administrator name along with the password, you will have to log out of the old name and then log into the new name on start-up to use the new account.  

Once you have done the new log in, you must go to the My Account column. At the bottom are plus and minus signs.  

Click on the old name with Admin and then click on the minus sign to delete the old name Admin. From there, you will log out and then log back into the new name Admin.  

